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young people

This booklet is designed to provide information about each
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be directed to the appropriate person.
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GCSE Options

GCSE Options

The step up from KS3 to KS4 is a very exciting time allowing pupils the
opportunity to spend more time studying the subjects they enjoy.
It can also, however, be daunting for both pupils and parents as it means a
lot more work during term time and also involves the pressure of Controlled
Assessments and external examinations.
Key to a successful GCSE experience is choosing GCSE options very
carefully!

Compulsory GCSEs
Compulsory GCSEs are subjects that all pupils have to study. This currently
includes
•
English Language (1 x GCSE)
•
English Literature (1 x GCSE)
•
Mathematics (2 x GCSE)
•
Double Science (2 x GCSEs) or Separate Sciences (3 x GCSEs)
This means that before any options have been decided upon pupils already
have at least 6 GCSEs to study for.

Optional GCSEs
Most students will then choose a further 3 GCSE options from the list of
available subjects to give them a total of nine or ten GCSEs.
In some cases a pupil may decide to study more than nine or ten subjects, but
this decision must be taken very carefully. In our experience fewer GCSEs
of better quality are always viewed more favourably than a larger number of
GCSEs at lower grades.
It is essential that pupils meet the required standards of ability and
commitment for their GCSE Option choices and subject teachers will
advise accordingly.
We will always do our best to offer preferred options but this may
occasionally be affected by the need for minimum numbers to run
particular courses.
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English Language – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3700QS)
Overview

English Language is a compulsory
subject at GCSE and equips students to
communicate effectively in all walks of life,
essentially making pupils more adaptable
learners and ultimately offering them a
greater chance of future employment.
The course teaches a number of skills vital
for the world of work, such as accuracy

in written and verbal communication,
proof-reading, editing and summarising
skills. Having a GCSE in English
Language is a necessity for a number of
post-GCSE courses and is consistently
sought by employers as an essential
qualification.

Year 10
Unit 1 Oracy – Individual researched presentation
Preparation for Unit 2 and Unit 3 throughout the year.
Controlled Assessment
Individual researched presentation: Summer Term of Year 10 - 10%

Year 11
Unit 1 Oracy – Group Discussion (Responding and Interacting)
Unit 2 Reading and Writing (Description, Narration and Exposition)
Section A – Reading Section B - Writing
This will include one proof-reading task worth 2.5% of total.
Half of the marks will be for communication & organisation;
half for writing accurately.
Unit 3 Reading and Writing (Argumentation, Persuasion and Instructional)
Section A – Reading Section B – Writing
Half of the marks will be for communication & organisation;
half for writing accurately.
Controlled Assessments
Group Discussion: - November of Year 11 - 10%
Examinations
Unit 2: June of Year 11 – two hour examination 40% Untiered (A*-G)
Unit 3: June of Year 11 – two hour examination 40% Untiered (A*-G)
Additional Information
There may be an opportunity to re-sit either of the Unit 1 tasks, although this would have
to be under a different title.
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English Literature – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3720QS)
Overview

English Literature is a compulsory subject
resonate with their own
at GCSE and offers pupils the opportunity
emotional experiences,
to explore, analyse and discuss a broad
encouraging empathy,
range of novels, plays and poetry. The
understanding and a
English Literature GCSE is designed to
broader view of the
allow pupils access to a variety of texts,
world. The ability to
from Shakespeare to the classics, from
analyse texts in detail
works of other cultures to Welsh poetry.
and to respond to
This breadth and depth of study offers
complex and demanding subject matter
pupils a window into worlds, seemingly
has a positive knock-on effect across the
removed from their own, yet which
curriculum.

Year 10
Unit 3 Controlled Assessment: Shakespeare and Welsh Writing in English (25%)
Section B: Poetry Comparison 12.5%
Unit 1 Examination:
Prose of different cultures (Of Mice and Men) and contemporary poetry
Preparation for Unit 1. Section A: Of Mice and Men 21%, Section B: Poetry
Comparison 14%
Higher Tier (A*-D) Foundation Tier (C-G)
2 hour examination in Summer Year 10 35% in total
Year 11
Unit 3 Controlled Assessment: Shakespeare and Welsh Writing in English (25%)
Section A: Shakespeare 12.5%
Unit 2 Examination:
Literary Heritage Prose/Drama and Contemporary Prose/Drama
Preparation for Unit 2. Section A: Prose 20%, Section B: Drama 20%
Higher Tier (A*-D) Foundation Tier (C-G)
2 hour examination in Summer Year 11 40% in total
Additional Information
There will be an opportunity to re-sit the Unit 1 examination in January or
June of Year 11.
The texts for the Unit 2 examination are subject to change.
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Maths and Numeracy – 1 or 2 GCSEs (WJEC or iGCSE)
Overview

Building on the topics studied at KS3 and equipping students to
cope with the mathematical demands of everyday life, as well as
preparing those wishing to go on to study A level maths or science.
Students will be entered for either the International GCSE or
WJEC Maths and Numeracy. Some students may also follow
an accelerated program studying for a qualification in Additional
Maths.

Year 10 and Year 11
The course is taught over 2 years and the topics are outlined below.  Exams are taken in
year 11 and are tiered.  Some students may sit exams early.

Number
Understanding number and place value
Understanding number relationships and methods of calculation
Solving numerical problems
Algebra
Understanding and using functional relationships
Understanding and using equations and formulae
Geometry & Measure
Understanding and using properties of shape
Understanding and using properties of position, movement and transformation
Understanding and using measures
Stats & Probability
Specifying the problem and planning
Processing, representing and interpreting data and discussing results
Estimating and calculating the probabilities of events
Examinations - iGCSE
Units 1 and 2 (both calculator papers)
Pupils will achieve a 9-1 Grade rather than an A* - G

Examinations - WJEC
Mathematics - Unit 1 (non-calc) & Unit 2 (calculator)
Numeracy – Unit 1 (non-calc) & Unit 2 (calculator)
Higher A* - C    Intermediate B – E    Foundation  D– G
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Science Double Award – 2 GCSE (WJEC 3430QS)
Overview

Science Double Award (2 x GCSEs).
It is compulsory that all pupils study
Double or Triple Science. The Double
Science option is better suited to pupils
who are less keen on the Sciences and
are less likely to consider studying

Science at A-level although they may
go on to do so if they wish.
Studying Double Science does mean
that more time is available for pupils
to focus on other subjects.

Year 10 - Double Award
Unit 1 - Biology 1
1.1 Cells and movement
across membranes
1.2 Respiration and the
respiratory system in
humans
1.3 Digestion and the
digestive system in humans
1.4 Circulatory system in
humans
1.5 Plants and
photosynthesis
1.6 Ecosystems and human
impact on the environment

Unit 2 - Chemistry 1
2.1 The nature of
substances and chemical
reactions
2.2 Atomic structure and
the Periodic Table
2.3 Water
2.4 The ever-changing
Earth
2.5 Rate of chemical
change

Unit 3 - Physics 1
3.1 Electric circuits
3.2 Generating electricity
3.3 Making use of energy
3.4 Domestic electricity
3.5 Features of waves

Examinations
Unit 1 - Biology 1

Unit 2 - Chemistry 1

Unit 3 - Physics 1

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

All to be sat in June of Y10
Higher Tier A*-D  or Foundation Tier C-G
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Science Double Award – 2 GCSE (WJEC 3430QS)
Year 11 - Double Award
Unit 4 - Biology 2

Unit 5 - Chemistry 2

Unit 6 - Physics 2

4.1 Classification and
biodiversity
4.2 Cell division and stem
cells
4.3 DNA and inheritance
4.4 Variation and evolution
4.5 Response and
regulation
4.6 Disease, defense and
treatment

5.1 Bonding, structure and
properties
5.2 Acids, bases and salts
5.3 Metals and their
extraction
5.4 Chemical reactions and
energy
5.5 Crude oil, fuels and
carbon compounds

6.1 Distance, speed and
acceleration
6.2 Newton's laws
6.3 Work and energy
6.4 Stars and planets
6.5 Types of radiation
6.6 Half-life

Controlled Assessments
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
10% of qualification
To be done in January-February of Y11

Examinations
Unit 4 - Biology 2

Unit 5 - Chemistry 2

Unit 6 - Physics 2

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification

All to be sat in May of Y11
Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier C-G

Additional Information
There will be an opportunity to re-sit the Unit 1 in June of Year 11
should it be required.
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Biology – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3400QS)
Overview - Triple Science Biology GCSE
Combined with Triple Science Chemistry
and Physics this is the best option for any
pupils wishing to study Sciences at A-Level,
for those wishing to pursue a career in
Science, for those who have a keen

interest in the sciences and for any
pupils wishing to get to the very top
universities. Double or Triple Science is
a compulsory subject for all pupils.

In order to study GCSE Biology you must also study
GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics.
Year 10 - Unit 1 CELLS, ORGAN SYSTEMS and ECOSYSTEMS
This unit includes the following topics:
1.1 Cells and movement across membranes
1.2 Respiration and the respiratory system in humans
1.3 Digestion and the digestive system in humans
1.4 Circulatory system in humans
1.5 Plants and photosynthesis
1.6 Ecosystems, nutrient cycles and human impact on the environment

Examinations
Unit 1 CELLS, ORGAN SYSTEMS and ECOSYSTEMS
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in June of Y10 - Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier C-G
Year 11 - Unit 2 VARIATION, HOMEOSTASIS and MICRO-ORGANISMS
This unit includes the following topics:
2.1 Classification and biodiversity
2.2 Cell division and stem cells
2.3 DNA and inheritance
2.4 Variation and evolution
2.5 Response and regulation
2.6 Kidneys and homeostasis
2.7 Micro-organisms and their applications
2.8 Disease, defence and treatment

Controlled Assessment

Unit 3 PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
10% of qualification (January-February of Y11)

Examinations
Unit 2 - VARIATION, HOMEOSTASIS and MICRO-ORGANISMS
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in May of Y11  Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier  C-G
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Chemistry – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3410QS)
Overview - Triple Science Chemistry GCSE

Combined with Triple Science Biology and Physics this is the best option
for any pupils wishing to study Sciences at A-Level, for those wishing
to pursue a career in Science, for those who have a keen interest in the
sciences and for any pupils wishing to get to the very top universities.
Double or Triple Science is a compulsory subject for all pupils.
In order to study GCSE Chemistry you must also study
GCSE Biology and GCSE Physics.
Year 10 - Unit 1 CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES, REACTIONS and ESSENTIAL
RESOURCES
This unit includes the following topics:
1.1 The nature of substances and chemical reactions
1.2 Atomic structure and the Periodic Table
1.3 Water
1.4 The ever-changing Earth
1.5 Rate of chemical change
1.6 Limestone

Examinations
Unit 1 CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES, REACTIONS and ESSENTIAL RESOURCES
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in June of Y10 - Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier C-G
Year 11 - Unit 2 CHEMICAL BONDING, APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL
REACTIONS and ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
This unit includes the following topics:
2.1 Bonding, structure and properties
2.2 Acids, bases and salts
2.3 Metals and their extraction
2.4 Chemical reactions and energy
2.5 Crude oil, fuels and organic chemistry
2.6 Reversible reactions, industrial processes and important chemicals

Controlled Assessments

Unit 3 PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
10% of qualification  (January-February of Y11)

Examinations
Unit 2 - CHEMICAL BONDING, APPLICATION OF CHEMICAL REACTIONS
and ORGANIC CHEMISTRY
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in May of Y11  Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier  C-G
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Physics – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3420QS)
Overview - Triple Science Physics GCSE

Combined with Triple Science Biology and Chemistry this is the best option for any
pupils wishing to study Sciences at A-Level, for those wishing to pursue a career in
Science, for those who have a keen interest in the sciences and for any pupils wishing to
get to the very top universities. Double or Triple Science is a compulsory subject.
Year 10 - Unit 1 ELECTRICITY, ENERGY and WAVES
This unit includes the following topics:
1.1 Electric circuits
1.2 Generating electricity
1.3 Making use of energy
1.4 Domestic electricity
1.5 Features of waves
1.6 The total internal reflection of waves
1.7 Seismic waves
1.8 Kinetic theory
1.9 Electromagnetism

Examinations
Unit 1 ELECTRICITY, ENERGY and WAVES
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in June of Y10 - Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier C-G
Year 11 - Unit 2 FORCES, SPACE and RADIOACTIVITY
This unit includes the following topics:
2.1 Distance, speed and acceleration
2.2 Newton's laws
In order to study GCSE Physics
2.3 Work and energy
you must also study GCSE
2.4 Further motion concepts
Biology and GCSE Chemistry.
2.5 Stars and planets
2.6 The Universe
2.7 Types of radiation
2.8 Half-life
2.9 Nuclear decay and nuclear energy

Controlled Assessment

Unit 3 PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT
10% of qualification (January-February of Y11)

Examinations
Unit 2 - FORCES, SPACE and RADIOACTIVITY
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 45% of qualification
To be sat in May of Y11  Higher Tier A*-D or Foundation Tier  C-G
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Art & Design – 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

This GCSE involves a lot of coursework and some after school sessions.

Overview
Art & Design is an optional subject
suitable for pupils who are committed
to working hard to produce an extensive
portfolio of coursework.
Art & Design can lead to many options
such as graphics, film and TV, fashion,
illustration, design and also helps pupils to
be visually aware.
Pupils are taught to explore, experiment
and express in a variety of mediums.

Course Structure

Years 10 & 11
Unit 1 Portfolio (60% of overall mark).
This unit starts at the beginning of Year
10 and is completed at the end of the first
term of Year 11.
This unit consists of a major practical
project/theme-based portfolio and
outcome/s with integrated critical and
contextual analysis. Assignments, briefs or
themes undertaken are to be determined
by the student and teacher.
The introductory aspects of the course
will culminate in a practical project/
portfolio, in which students should
develop, in consultation with their teacher,
a body of work based on a theme,

concept or specific design brief which is
of personal significance and links to the
contexts of contemporary and/or past
artists, designers or craftspeople.
The Portfolio is internally assessed and
externally moderated. Work produced for
this unit will be assessed in relation to four
assessment objectives.
Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment
(40% of overall mark).
The Externally Set Assignment materials
consist of a series of assignments based on
themes, visual stimuli and written briefs set
by WJEC. Students are required to select
one of the set assignments and develop it in
the form of: a personal response /a specific
design brief /or another suitable approach.
Following the preparatory study period,
students will be allocated a period of
10 hours sustained focus study to
realise their response unaided and under
supervised conditions.
Examinations
Art examinations are in Term 2 of Year 11
after 10-11 weeks preparatory time. The
exam is a 10 hour sustained focus study.

11

GCSE Options

Computer Science – 1 GCSE (EdExcel)
Overview
This course is ideal for those pupils with
an interest in computers and computer
programming and has replaced ICT as
a GCSE. It does involve a lot of work
outside the classroom and also includes
a 20 hour internal assessment so be
prepared to work hard!
Computer Science is a relatively new and
developing field and there are good future
prospects for people with programming
skills.

Course Structure
Year 10
Introduction to Python, programming,
debugging and commenting.
Problem Solving, algorithms, flowcharts,
pseudocode.
Arithmetic Operators, precedence and
parenthesis. Coding : debugging and
comments.
Data types, variables and input. Problem
solving, decomposition.
Input/output : input function and int
function. Formatting input and output.
Selection constructs and relational
operators. What is a computer?
Input-process-output model.
Selection constructs and writing
readable code.
Binary and unsigned integers.
Code readability and understanding.
Flowcharts and Boolean operators, logic
and truth tables. Hexadecimal.
Data types and string manipulation.
High and low level programming
languages. Lists (arrays) in Python
Translating programming languages.
Repetition constructs.

OPTIONAL

The function of internal components.
Operating systems, processes, files,
hardware and user interface. Problem
solving and programming. Logic.

Year 11
Problem solving and programming.
Compression & Lossless RLE.
Non Exam Assessment (NEA)
Preparation.
Data storage, optical and solid state.
Problem solving and programming.
Cloud storage. The internet. Encryption.

Controlled Assessments
Computer programming in Python.
20 Hours in the January of Year 11.
20% of the qualification.

Examinations
Component 1:
Principles of computer science.
Multiple choice, short and extended open
response questions examination.
40% 1hr 40m. June. Y11
Component 2:
Examination, based on a scenario.
Short and extended open response
questions.
40% 2hrs. June Y11
Pupils will achieve a 9-1 Grade rather
than an A* - G.
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OPTIONAL

French – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3800QS)
Overview
The overarching aim of the course is to
develop pupils' ability to communicate
with and understand speakers of French
in a variety of contexts and for a variety of
purposes.
The study of French will broaden
horizons, develop cultural knowledge and
understanding, and foster transferable
skills such as confidence, communication,
problem solving and creativity.

French GCSE will be an after
school subject.
Course Structure
Years 10 & 11
All units will be taught in the context of
the following themes in French:
Identity and culture
Wales and the World - areas of interest
Current and future study and
employment

Unit 2: Listening
Pupils will learn how to respond to a
variety of types of spoken language, e.g.
interviews, monologues, conversations.

Unit 3: Reading
Pupils will develop vocabulary and
learn how to respond to written stimuli,
including articles, extracts from novels,
reviews, letters, graphs.

Unit 4: Writing
Pupils will learn how to produce accurate
short pieces of writing of around
100-150 words, as well as developing
translation skills from French to English.

Examinations
Speaking exam:
7-9 minutes (Foundation tier)
10-12 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
Listening exam - written examination:
35 minutes (Foundation tier)
45 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification

Unit 1: Speaking
Pupils will learn how to communicate
orally in French practising role plays,
photo card discussions, as well as having
general conversations.

Reading exam - written examination:
1 hour (Foundation tier)
1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
Writing exam - Written examination:
1 hour 15 minutes (Foundation tier)
1 hour 30 minutes (Higher tier)
25% of qualification
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OPTIONAL

Geography – 1 GCSE (WJEC)
Overview
Geography is an optional GCSE and is
most suited to pupils who have good all
round skills in English, Maths and Science.
It involves fieldwork opportunities at
various sites in Pembrokeshire and is a
useful GCSE for students to have as the
skills learnt are transferable to many other
subjects.

Year 11
Unit 2: Environmental and
Development Issues
Core themes
Weather, Climate and Ecosystems
Development and Resource Issues
Optional Topic
Social Development Issues or
Environmental Challenges

Controlled Assessments

Two fieldwork enquiries. The
methodology and conceptual framework
will be selected by WJEC.
Fieldwork in the summer term in year 10
and the autumn term in year 11.

Course Structure
Year 10
Unit 1: Changing Physical and
Human Landscapes
Core themes:
Landscapes and Physical Processes
Rural-urban Links
Optional Topic
Coastal Hazards and their Management

Fieldwork Enquiry is 20% of qualification
40 marks (plus 4 marks for the accuracy of
spelling, punctuation and grammar).
Fieldwork enquiry written in November
and December in response to specific
questions set by WJEC (2hr 30mins).

Examinations

Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human
Landscapes
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
40% of qualification
Unit 2: Environmental and
Development Issues
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
40% of qualification.
Summer Examination Series - May/June.
All examinations are A*-G (No higher
or foundation tier options).
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History – 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

Overview
History is an optional GCSE which is
suitable for pupils who have a strong
interest in learning more about the past,
who are able to analyse and evaluate
historical sources and who have sound
writing skills.
Pupils study four units in total.
They sit three written exams: one at
the end of year 10; two at the end of
year 11.

Course Structure
Unit 1
Written examination: 1 hour – sat in
year 11

Unit 3
Written examination: 1 hour 15
minutes – sat in year 11
30% of qualification
One of the following topics will be
studied
3A. Changes in Crime and Punishment,
c.1500 to the present day
3B. Changes in Health and Medicine,
c.1340 to the present day

25% of qualification

3C. The Development of Warfare,
c.1250 to the present day

Depression, War and Recovery, 19301951

3D. Changes in Patterns of Migration,
c.1500 to the present day

This unit covers what life in Britain was
like during the inter-war years, WWII
and the post-war years

Unit 2
Written examination: 1 hour – sat in
year 10
25% of qualification
The USA: A Nation of Contrasts,
1910-1929
This unit looks at the changes in the
USA, ranging from racial issues, rise
of the gangster era, boom and bust of
the economy and changes to popular
entertainment

Unit 4
Working as an historian – controlled
assessment completed in class in
year 11
20% of qualification
The non-examination assessment will
involve the completion of two separate
tasks, one with a focus on source
evaluation and one with a focus on
analysing different interpretations of a
specific event.
Almost any topic can be studied which
will be decided on throughout the year.
Example of a previous topic:
‘Were police failures the main reason
why Jack the Ripper was not caught?’
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OPTIONAL

Latin – 1 GCSE (OCR J282)
Overview

Course Structure

Latin gives pupils the opportunity to
develop linguistic skills which will help
greatly both in the study and application
of English and other languages.

Year 10 & Year 11

Pupils will develop research and analytical
skills which will empower them to become
independent learners and enquirers.
Moreover, the subject will give pupils the
chance to study ancient literature and
sources which will provide an insight into
the life and culture of the ancient world.

Why choose Latin?

Latin provides the root words for all of
the modern sciences.
Half of our English vocabulary is
made up of Latin words and roots.
Latin is the language of law,
government, logic, and theology.
Latin is the best preparation for
learning any language.

Employers and educators really
appreciate a pupil who has studied
Latin as it is regarded as an
indication of quality.
Latin GCSE
will be an after
school subject.

1 - Latin language
Learners study texts and stories in Latin
to build knowledge and understanding of
Latin vocabulary, accidence and syntax
2– Prose Literature
Learners study Latin set texts and answer
questions in English on aspects of content
and analyse, evaluate and respond to the
ancient literature they have studied.
3 - Literature and Culture
Learners study two topics on Roman
Civilisation and Culture using the sources
in the Prescribed Sources Booklet and
answer questions in English on aspects
of content, culture, social practices and
values.

Examinations
1 - Latin language
1 hour 30 minutes
50% of overall GCSE
To be sat in June Y11
2– Prose Literature
1 hour
25% of overall GCSE
To be sat in June Y11
3 - Literature and Culture
1 hour
25% of overall GCSE
To be sat in June Y11
As OCR is an English Examination
Board pupils will achieve a 9-1 Grade
rather than an A* - G.
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Spanish – 1 GCSE (WJEC 3810)
Overview
Spanish is a fantastic option for any pupils
looking to develop their confidence and
communication skills through learning a
language.
This can be an incredibly rewarding
process and is a useful ‘life skill’, especially
for anyone interested in foreign travel.

OPTIONAL
Year 11
Term 1

1- Enterprise, employability and future
plans. Skills and personal qualities.
2- Customs and traditions, food and
drink, festivals and celebrations.

Term 2
1- Global sustainability, environmental
and social issues.
2- Post-16 study, career plans and
employment.

Term 3
Course Structure
Year 10
Term 1
1-Introduction to GCSE MFL, grammar
revision.
2-Youth culture, self and relationships,
technology and social media.

Term 2
1-Home and locality, local areas of
interest, travel and transport.
2- Current study, school/college life/
college studies.

Term 3
1- Lifestyle, health and fitness,
entertainment and leisure.
2- The wider world, Spain and Spanish
speaking countries, holidays and tourism.

Exam Revision - Reading, writing,
listening and oral.

Examinations
Unit 1 Oral examination:
7- 9 minutes - Foundation C-G
10-12 minutes- Higher Tier A*-D
25% of qualification 60 marks
Unit 2 Listening examination:
35 minutes – Foundation
45 minutes - Higher Tier
25% of qualification 60 marks
Unit 3 Reading examination:
1 hour – Foundation
1hour 15 minutes- Higher
25% of qualification 60 marks
Unit 4 Written examination:
1h 15 minutes - Foundation
1h 30 minutes- Higher Tier
25% of qualification 60 marks
All Examinations in May/June Exam
Series.
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Welsh – 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

Overview
Welsh is an after school optional GCSE.
Welsh as a second language has multiple
benefits, especially when it comes to future
employment in Wales. Many employers
from a number of sectors now see having
Welsh as an advantage.
If the pupil is looking towards a career
in education or in the creative industries
(currently the largest growth sector in
Wales) having Welsh at GCSE level is
particularly important.
Previous experience of Welsh is an
advantage though it is not essential.
Welsh is an after school optional
GCSE. Outside of class, we
recommend that pupils complete an
extra hour of independent Welsh
study per week.

Unit 1 Oracy
Task 1: Individual Presentation
Task 2: Pair/group conversation
Writing
Writing based on the pair/group
conversation

Controlled Assessments

November of Year 10 (10%)
April of Year 10 (10%)
April of Year 10 (5%)

Examinations
Unit 1 Written examination:
1 hour 30 minutes
50% of qualification
Summer Examination series

Year 11
Unit 3 Oracy
Pair/group oral examination
Reading
Discussion of reading materials as
stimulus for oral examination
Unit 4 Reading and Writing
Written Paper made up of four
questions; two writing (15%) and two
reading (10%)

Course Structure
Year 10
Unit 2 Reading and Writing
Written Paper made up of four
questions; two writing (10%) and two
reading (15%)

Controlled Assessments
April of Year 11 (20%)
April of Year 11 (5%)

Examinations
May/June of Year 11
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RE Full Course – 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

RE Short Course – 1/2 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

Overview
The RE Short Course (1/2 a GCSE) is
currently taught to all pupils in Y9 who are
at Castle School to give them a valuable
experience of how GCSEs are conducted.
This means that it is a relatively easy
option to study the second 50% and turn
this into a full GCSE.
RE is an interesting subject which explores
many aspects of life in the 21st Century.

Course Structure
Year 9*
Part A
Topic 1 Christianity:
•
Belief and teachings
•
Practices
Topic 2 Buddhism:
•
Belief and teachings
•
Practices
Part B
Theme 1 Issues of life and death
Theme 2 Issues of good and evil

Year 10*

*If pupils have just recently come to
Castle School and not done the GCSE
in Y9 they will be able to do the full
course over Y10 and 11.

Topic 1 Christianity:
•
Belief and teachings
•
Practices
Topic 2 Buddhism:
•
Belief and teachings
•
Practices
Theme 1 Issues of Relationships
Theme 2 Issues of Human Rights

Examinations
Written Paper: 2 hours
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PE Full Course – 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

PE Short Course – 1/2 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

This GCSE is best suited to pupils who
do physical activities outside of school.
There will be some after school sessions.

Overview

All pupils should be committed to taking
part in set physical activities over the two
years. These can be either on site or off
site activities.
Activities pupils do outside of school
must be evidenced and submitted well
in advance of the moderation.
The subject matter also covers psychology,
anatomy and physiology.

Year 10
Unit 1 Theory (50%)
Introduction to PE
Topics
1. Health Training and Exercise
2. Exercise physiology
3. Movement Analysis

Practical 50%
Unit 2 The Active Participant
Topics
1. Activity 1
2. Fitness log book

Year 11

Course Structure

Pupils will be assessed in three different
activities in the role of the performer in
at least one individual sport, one team
sport and one other.
One activity will have a personal fitness
programme linked to an activity.
Short Course Physical Education is also
available if required. This involves only
two practical activities and half of the full
course theory content.

Unit 1 Theory (50%)
Introduction to PE
Topics
4. Psychology of sport and physical
activity
5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and
physical activity

Practical 50%
Unit 2 The Active Participant
Topics
1. Activity 2
2. Activity 3
3. Fitness log book

Assessment & Examination
Practical Assessment - 50%
February/March
Written Paper 2 hours - 50%
May/June
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GCSE Options

Music - 1 GCSE (WJEC)

OPTIONAL

GCSE Music will be run as an
after school class.

Overview
Music is an optional GCSE and is most
suited to pupils who have ability on a
musical instrument or an interest in
musical theatre and performing arts.
Pupils will gain skill in the areas of
Composing, Appraising, as well as
Performance on a chosen instrument.
Many pupils find this very rewarding as
they learn skills that they can enjoy and
revisit in the future.
Whilst pupils have the choice of which
instrument they will learn, it is important
to emphasise that the skill level expected is
of a high standard and that if pupils apply
themselves properly, they will become a
proficient performing musician as a result
of this course.
The four areas of study are designed to
develop knowledge and understanding of
music through the study of a variety of
genres and styles in the wider context:
1. Musical Forms and Devices
2. Music for Ensembles
3. Film Music

Performance - Internal Assessment
Unit 1 (section A):
A minimum of two pieces, one
of which must be an ensemble
performance of at least 1 minute
duration.  The other piece(s) may either
be a solo and or/ensemble.  One of the
pieces performed must link to an area
of study of the learner’s choice - 30%
Unit 1 (section B): Programme Note.
A programme note of one of the pieces
chosen for performance, linked to an
area of study - 5%
Composition - Internal Assessment
Unit 2 (section A):
Composing in response to a brief set by
WJEC - 30%
Unit 2 (section B):
Evaluating - an evaluation of the piece
composed in response to the
brief set by WJEC - 5%

Examinations

4. Popular Music
It is desirable
but not essential
that the pupil has
ability on a musical
instrument or in
singing.

Unit 3 Appraising. Written
examination - 1 hour (30%). This unit
is assessed via a listening examination.
Eight questions in total, two on each of
the four areas of study:
Area of Study 1 Musicial Forms and
Devices
Area of Study 2 Music for Ensembles
Area of Study 3 Film Music
Area of Study 4 Popular Music

Nurturing resilient, ambitious and enterprising
young people
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